
About the Linnton Photovoice Project

Photovoice is a participatory grassroots tool that incorporates photography and 
social action. Residents in the Linnton community have come together to use 
photography and stories as a way to assess, investigate, and act on concerns that 
impact health and wellness and potential solutions to improve quality of life.

The Portland neighborhood of Linnton borders the Portland Harbor Superfund 
site and is relatively isolated from the rest of Portland. Years of industrial 
development and the 1960’s highway 30 expansion have resulted in multiple 
environmental concerns, poor infrastructure, and the loss of local businesses, 
community jobs, key community services, and social cohesion. The Linnton
neighborhood’s values are just as profound as their concerns. Linnton sits 
between the Willamette River and Forest Park and is just three miles from the 
wildlife refuge of Sauvie Island. Linnton is a natural sanctuary for people who 
appreciate a strong sense of place and conserving wildlife and the natural 
environment. 

The Linnton community is proud of its neighborhood involvement and Linnton
residents are active in promoting the revitalization of their community to bring 
forth a place that harbors connectivity, a sense of community, and health. This 
Photovoice project is a collection of photos and stories done by Linnton
residents to showcase their values and concerns to promote revitalization of their 
community.



*Historical photographs of Linnton were provided by the Oregon Historical Society, 
http://www.ohs.o



History of Linnton
by Rob Lee, Linnton Resident

Linnton was founded in 1843 on dreams of being the deep water port 
of Northern Oregon, and was where the Conestoga wagons 
disembarked after floating the Columbia. Instead of becoming a 
destination, the tiny settlement languished for the next sixty years—
tents, a dairy farm, orchards, an occasion rough building—on the 
narrow strip of marshy flood plain. Swept into the industrial boom at 
the opening of the 20th Century, Linnton opened its first sawmill in 
1904, and had four more, with sailing ships tied at their docks, by 
1911, a ship builder shouldering up between them. Five oil companies 
and a natural gas facility were strung along the Willamette like steel 
pearls by 1914. The town’s population had grown in those ten years 
from 400 to 2000. Enclaves of different immigrant nationalities 
clustered in the company housing along the railroad tracks and in 
homes perched on the hillside. It was a hard working, hard drinking 
place remote from Portland, which is the city it was annexed into in 
1915.

The rapid growth and prosperity from 1905 to 1929 was stymied by 
the Great Depression. The river-wide rafts of logs that fed the mills 
dwindled as the great lowland Douglas fir forests of Oregon were 
decimated. Linnton was reduced to one mill by 1950. By the early 
‘60’s, Linnton’s once thriving downtown was known principally as a 
“bottleneck,” an impediment to traffic on an important highway. The 
thoroughfare was widened and razed most of Linnton’s downtown, the 
community sundered by traffic speeding through at 55 mph, the hubs 
for meeting—food stores, coffee shops, barbers, peopled sidewalks—
gone or withering. Since then Linnton’s many efforts at revitalizing 
some semblance of a public center have been entirely frustrated. 
Interestingly, the community is now finding hope in the renewal of 
brown fields, and the restoration of streams and vegetation to an 
approximation of what they were 170 years ago.
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The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) received a grant from the Agency 
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) to work in 
partnership with the Linnton neighborhood, businesses, organizations 
and agencies who serve the neighborhood. 

The focused on the identification of brownfields and ways to improve 
health in the Linnton neighborhood through redevelopment and land 
reuse. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) defines brownfields 
as "real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may 
be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant." The reuse of brownfields 
improves the environment, improves the livability and health of 
neighborhoods and regions, and decreases development pressures on 
unused land or "greenspace.“

OHA facilitated a series of meetings from December 2010 through June 
2011 with Linnton residents, businesses and stakeholder partners. 
Together, community health concerns and strengths were identified. 
The community developed a plan to monitor health over time as 
potential brownfield redevelopment or reuse efforts take place. 

Several outcomes evolved from the series of meetings and collaborative 
efforts. This Photovoice project was one of them. Linnton residents and 
OHA staff developed this project from January to September of 2011. A 
kickoff for the Photovoice exhibit was held at the former Linnton
Plywood Mill site (a brownfield of great interest to the community) on 
September 15, 2011. 

The community’s intent with the photovoice project is to raise 
awareness among local decision-makers on the environmental health 
concerns and the community strengths of Linnton; to be able to 
promote decisions that create a more livable, viable and healthful 
Linnton community.



A SPECIAL THANKS TO — Linnton residents, the Linnton Neighborhood 
Association, the Oregon Health Authority (OHA), and Gunderson, LLC. The 
project was funded by Gunderson, LLC and by a portion of a grant awarded to 
the OHA by the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR), a 
federal public health agency.

Also a special thanks to the Linnton Plywood Mill site for hosting the Linnton
Photovoice exhibit kickoff and to Jimmy Stahley, manager of the Plywood Mill  
site, for his assistance with organizing the event.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	LinntonPhotovoicePortfolio.pdf
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2




